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On March 13, 2019, at 8:44 PM, Pattonville crews 
responded to the report of a victim that had fallen into 
the Missouri River while she was walking her dog on the 
Riverwoods Trail. She was able to call 911 herself and 
reported that she was in the Missouri River and hanging 
onto tree roots along the river bed.  At the time of her 
call, the temperature outside was 60 degrees with a 
water temperature of 39 degrees.


Central County Emergency 9-1-1 Dispatchers used the 
GPS on the victim’s phone to determine her location, 
which placed her in a flooded canal behind a business 
on Rider Trail North.  The victim, however, insisted that 
she was in the Missouri River.  Pattonville’s incident 
commander, Battalion Chief Ken Aydelott, ordered 
Pattonville’s rescue boat and equipment to respond to 
the GPS location of the victim’s phone.  He directed an 
additional crew of paramedic-firefighters to the 
Riverwoods Park & Trail to begin searching the walking 
path, and ordered the launch of an additional boat by 
the St. Charles City Fire Department to search the 
Missouri River.


After walking approximately one mile in their full 
firefighting gear along the Riverwoods Trail, a Pattonville 
crew located the victim thirty-eight minutes after her 
initial call for help.  The victim was still clinging to tree 
roots in the swift-moving river current but she had 
grown cold and tired.  A rope was thrown to her but she 
was unable to grasp it.  As one crew member was 
rescuing the victim’s dog from the river, the victim lost 
her footing and was swept away into the river’s current.  
Making a split-second decision, Pattonville Paramedic-
Firefighter Chad Davis quickly shed his turnout gear and 
jumped into the river wearing just a t-shirt and pants 
and without a life vest.  Paramedic-Firefighter Davis 
grabbed the victim then swam back upstream to where 
he was able to gain semi-stable footing and grasp the 
rope that had been thrown to him by his fellow 
paramedic-firefighters.


Due to the swiftness of the current and steepness of the 
river’s eight-foot bank, it was extremely difficult for the 
paramedic-firefighters to pull the victim back up and out 

of the water.  Paramedic-Firefighter Davis remained in 
the water but had to hold on to the extended arm of 
Pattonville Paramedic-Firefighter Ben Oster while he 
maintained a secure hold of the victim.  Paramedic-
Firefighter Davis continued to fight the fast-moving 
current against his own unstable footing, literally 
dodging debris that was moving with the river.


A St. Charles City Fire Department rescue boat was 
soon to arrive to their aid.  The victim and Paramedic-
Firefighters Davis and Oster were assisted into the 
rescue boat and taken to shore where they were all 
placed into an awaiting, warm ambulance.  The victim 
was transported to a local hospital for treatment of mild 
hypothermia and further evaluation.  After a hot shower 
and fresh uniform, Paramedic-Firefighters Davis and 
Oster were good as new.  There were no injuries 
sustained by any of the responding personnel operating 
on the incident.  


To Paramedic-Firefighters Davis and Oster, who risked 
their lives to save another, THANK YOU for doing 
Whatever It Takes for our community!  We are immensely 
proud of your actions despite the tremendous danger 
posed to your wellbeing!  Job well done!
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Whatever It Takes 

Pattonville Rescues Woman From The Missouri River…

Paramedic-Firefighter Chad Davis.

Paramedic-Firefighter Ben Oster.
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A Message From Your Fire Chief, Dave Dotson… 

What a difference a year 
makes!  As I write my 
message for this edition of 
our newsletter, I can’t help 
but reflect on the significant 
impact that the last twelve 
months have brought about 
to t he Pa t tonv i l l e F i re 
Protection District.  Familiar 
faces have moved on to 
explore new endeavors while 

other have retired after distinct careers; new employees 
have joined our Pattonville Family; a new fire truck has 
arrived; and a fire station renovation project is beginning 
to take shape.  As your Fire Chief, it seems appropriate 
that I do my best to summarize the transformations that 
we have seen as well as those projects that continue to 
remain in a dynamic state.  


Fire Truck Staffing - National Standard Compliance 
Last summer, the Pattonville Fire Protection District set 
to motion a strategic plan to increase the number of 
personnel that staff our fire trucks to a minimum of four 
Paramedics/Firefighters.  Nationally recognized 
scientific research has proven that fire trucks equipped 
with four or more paramedic-firefighters result in 
decreased life threats and risks to trapped fire victims.  
Thanks to the support of our community, your fire 
district has achieved compliance with the National Fire 
Protection Association’s (NFPA) standard 1710 which 
requires all fire trucks to be ready to respond with a 
minimum of four paramedic- firefighters at all times.  
Effective January 1, 2019, all PFD fire trucks have been 
and will continue to be staffed with a minimum of four 
Paramedics/Firefighters at all times.


New Employees to the Pattonville Family 
Pattonville has welcomed eight new Paramedic-
Firefighters into our community and family.  Six of these 
new members were hired to make our community safer 
by ensuring that our fire trucks are ready to respond 
with four paramedics/firefighters at all times.  The 
remaining two new members were hired to replace 
employees who had separated from serving with our 
district.  Please join us in welcoming Paramedic-
Firefighters Chris DeMere, Greg DeGreeff, Ben Oster, 
Keith Robinson, Aaron Meager, Nick Lee, Curtis 
Newcomb and Geoffrey Vogel to our community!  These 
gentleman have proven their ability to adhere to the 
highest standards of service and care that you deserve 
and expect.  By joining our family, they have each 
individually made Pattonville Fire even better through 
the experiences and work ethics that they bring to our 
district!


Jim Usry Promoted to Assistant Fire Chief 
The Board of Directors of the 
Pattonville Fire District have 
promoted Jim Usry to the 
rank of Assistant Chief, 
effective as of January 28th, 
2019.  Chief Usry is a lifelong 
Pattonville resident and a 
1986 Pattonville High School 
graduate.  Jim joined the 
Pattonville Fire District as a Paramedic-Firefighter in 
1990.  Jim had previously served in the ranks of 
Captain, Training Officer, Public Education Coordinator, 
and Battalion Chief, as well as Chief Instructor of the St. 
Louis County Fire Academy.


Assistant Chief Usry stated, “I am a lifelong Pattonville 
resident.  I live by Pattonville High School.  It is my 
responsibility in my new position, along with the men 
and women of Pattonville Fire District and our Board of 
Directors, to keep you safe.  This is a responsibility that 
we do not take lightly.  Know that we have your back.  If 
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you have any questions please call.”


We know that our community is safe in the very capable 
and caring hands of Assistant Chief Usry.  Please join us 
in congratulating Jim on his promotion to Assistant 
Chief!


New Rescue Pumper Arrives 
We have recently taken delivery of a brand new, fully 
customized rescue-pumper fire truck.  It will be 
replacing a fire truck that is nearly fifteen years old and 
has reached the end of its service life.  The new rescue-
pumper is equipped with the best and most 
technologically advanced firefighting, rescue and life-
saving equipment that the industry has to offer.  It also 
has a fully automated, computer-controlled fire pump 
system that was invented by a former Pattonville  Fire  
District family member, Paramedic-Captain Jason 
Cerrano.  


Our paramedics/firefighters are currently training on the 
rescue-pumper’s operation and attaining mastery of the 
knowledge necessary to proficiently run the truck.  Very 
soon, the new rescue-pumper will be placed in service 
as unit number 4824.  It will be stationed at Engine 
House 2 located at 3365 McKelvey Road in Bridgeton, 
and will respond with four paramedic-firefighters at all 
times.   





Renovation of Engine House No. 2 
Engine House No. 2, located at 3365 McKelvey Road in 
Bridgeton, was originally constructed in (YEAR) and built 
to house one fire truck and a crew of three paramedics-
firefighters.  Since then, the needs of our district have 
significantly changed.  With the recent addition of a 
fourth paramedic-firefighter at that station, as well as 
the projected demand for it to house an ambulance and 
two more paramedic-firefighters in the near future, we 
are now faced with the necessity to renovate the station 
to meet current and future needs.  Although the Engine 
House No. 2 renovation project is only in the beginning 
stages of the project, we are very excited for the 
potential outcomes that our community will see upon its 
completion.  


Earlier this year, the District hosted an opportunity for 
prospective design and build firms to tour the existing 
facility and identify ways to renovate the station to meet 

current and future needs.  After a competitive evaluation 
process, the Pattonville Fire District Board of Directors 
has selected a turnkey design and build firm to oversee 
all aspects of the project.  The legal aspects of a 
contractual relationship between the selected firm and 
our fire district is currently being finalized. 


Soon, we will begin the process of designing what the 
renovations will bring to Engine House No. 2’s existing 
footprint.  While nothing is concrete (pun intended), 
ideas among our discussions at this time are to build on 
to the building towards the neighboring interstate 
seventy right-of-way, relocate the parking area to the 
rear of the facility, and to completely remodel the interior 
of the living quarters to provide private dorm spaces 
and bathroom facilities for male and female employees, 
expanded kitchen, day room and workout room areas, 
improve equipment storage spaces, and to improve the 
building’s security to be commensurate with our other 
facilities, as well as several other items.  


As soon as a firm architectural rendering of the project is 
available we will be able to share the details of the 
Engine House No. 2 renovation project in greater detail.  
P l e a s e c h e c k b a c k t o o u r w e b s i t e 
(www.pattonvi l lefd.com), our Facebook page 
(@PattonvilleFire) and future newsletters to see how this 
project evolves.  


Industrial Pumper - St. Louis Community Foundation

It was determined that the acquisition of an industrial 
pumper would be the most appropriate preparatory 
action that our district could take in order to ensure that 
we are the most adequately prepared to respond to 
emergencies involving the subsurface smoldering event 
at the Westlake and Bridgeton landfills.  As part of the 
record of decision pertaining to the Westlake Landfill 
site, Pattonville Fire Protection District has been granted 
funding for the purchase of an industrial pumper fire 
truck.  The St. Louis Community Foundation has 
officially approved the purchase of the industrial pumper 
for our district.  Several members of our department are 
working with the Community Foundation and fire 
apparatus engineers to determine what features this 
apparatus will ultimately include.


Whatever It Takes! 
Yes, it has been a very busy year!  However, one thing 
remains unchanged - the members of the Pattonville 
Fire Protection District will continually do Whatever It 
Takes to serve our community with the respect and 
expertise that you deserve!  As always, it is our pleasure 
to be here for your family when you need us most!


	 	 - Dave Dotson, Fire Chief

http://www.pattonvillefd.com
http://www.pattonvillefd.com
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A Message From Your Fire District Board of Directors… 

The heat of summer has finally set in, and your 
Pattonville Fire Protection District has been rolling 
full steam ahead on many projects to improve the 
quality and efficiency of the services that we are so 
humbled to provide to our community.  We have 
recently taken delivery of our new rescue pumper 
that will be housed at Engine House No. 2.  Crews 
have been working diligently to practice operating 
and preparing this new piece of equipment to be 
response ready.  The District has also been 
preparing for the renovation of the current Engine 
House No. 2.  Your Paramedic-Firefighters have 
hosted several events including barbecues at our 
senior communities as well as an ice cream social 
at Elise Park in Maryland Heights.  With all of this, 
the crews are still participating in regular training 
and, most importantly, are always available to 
respond to any type of emergency when you call 
for help. 

Assistant Fire Chief Matt LaVanchy retired from the 
fire district in January of this year.  We thank him 
for his years of dedicated service to the community 
and wish him the best in his future endeavors!  The 
Board of Directors has promoted Jim Usry to the 
rank of Assistant Fire Chief.  Jim had previously 
served as a Battalion Chief.  We are confident that 
Assistant Chief Usry will continue to do Whatever It 

Takes and excel in his new 
position!   

We also would like to welcome 
several new employees to the 
Pattonville family.  Since the first 
of the year we have been joined 
by F i re f igh te r /Paramed ics 
G r e g o r y D e G r e e f f , K e i t h 
Robinson, Ben Oster, Nick Lee, 
A a r o n M e a g h e r , C u r t i s 
Newcomb and Geoffrey Vogel.  
We would also like to welcome 
our new Administrative Assistant 
Christy Loehrer and Receptionist 
Kelsie Hudd.  We look forward to 
everyone’s cont inued and 
collective contributions towards 
making our community the best 
that it can be! 

As your Pattonville Fire District Board of Directors, 
we hope everyone has a safe and happy summer! 

- Chairman Bill Esterline 
- Treasurer Bob Soutier  
- Secretary Bob Biondo

Employee Spotlight: Captain Rodney Bland…

In this edition of the newsletter we would like to 
introduce Captain Rodney Bland.  Rodney began 
his career in the fire service in 2002 with the 
University City Fire Department.  Rodney became 
employed by the Pattonville Fire Protection District 
on August 17, 2006, and was promoted to the rank 
of Captain in 2014.

Captain Bland proudly served in the United States 
Marine Corps from 1997-2002 and earned the rank 
of Sergeant.  He was a USMC Recruit Drill 
Instructor and served in combat during Operation 
Southern Watch in Iraq.  After his service to our 
country, Rodney pursued his desire to enter into 
the field of public service.  

When asked what he enjoys most about working at  
the Pattonville Fire Protection District, Rodney 
replied, “I really enjoy the outstanding relationship 
that we have with our citizens.  I truly enjoy being a 
part of this community. For example, the annual 

4th of July parade is now a family tradition that my 
three boys have participated in their entire lives.”    

When not at work Rodney spends time coaching 
and mentoring young men from underprivileged 
areas. He also enjoys spending time with friends 
and family.  
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Lighting the Fire for the Next Generation…

Pattonville Fire Protection District has teamed with the 
Girl Scouts of America, Pattonville School District, and 
the St. Louis County Fire Academy to “fan the fire of 
desire” for kids and young adults who are interested in 
the emergency medicine and firefighting career fields.  
Our paramedic-firefighters have embarked on a 
multifaceted approach towards making contact with 
these young men and women in order to teach, mentor 
and encourage them in a career field that can be 
intimidating and difficult to enter.


Paramedic-Firefighter Jessica Louder and Deputy Chief-
Fire Marshal Laurie Taylor volunteer as mentors and 
advisors for the week-long Camp Fury hosted by the 
Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri.  This program allows 
high school aged women to train side-by-side with 
female paramedic-firefighters and law enforcement 
officers.  Over the week, the campers expressed that 
they learned about the importance of team work, 
explored their own inner strength, and were emerged 
with a confidence that they did not know they 
possessed. 


Three years ago, Pattonville Fire District joined with 
Pattonville School District to start a job shadowing and 
ride-a-long program for high school students.  Our 
paramedic-firefighters also attend job fairs, lunch-and-
learn gatherings, as well as question and answer 
sessions with Pattonville High School students.


This Spring, Paramedic-Firefighter Doyle Washington, 
Captain Rodney Bland and Fire Chief Dave Dotson 
participated in a course that focused on recruiting 
underrepresented minorities to enter the fire service and 
emergency medical field.  This program included 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training, a 100-foot 
ladder climb, hose line advancement and vehicle 
extrication drills.  The program’s main focus was to 
provide the participants with a mentor that is currently 
serving in the fire and EMS field. 


If you have any questions about how to start your career 
in the EMS and fire service field, please check out the 
back of this flyer and come to our free first aid class, or 
just stop in at one of our four fire stations.  

3/4 cup FRANK'S® 
RedHot Sweet Chili 
Sauce, divided.
1 lb. Mahi-mahi or 
other firm white fish 
fillets.
2 Tbsp. 
mayonnaise.
2 Tbsp. lime juice.
4 cups coleslaw 
mix.

1 cup FRENCH'S® 
Crispy Fried 
Onions.
Flour tortillas, 
warmed.

Ingredients: 1. Pour 1/4 cup Sweet Chili Sauce over Mahi-mahi.  Marinate 
up to 30 minutes in refrigerator.


2. Combine 1/4 cup Sweet Chili Sauce, mayonnaise and lime 
juice.  Stir in coleslaw mix and Crispy Fried Onions.


3. Remove Mahi-mahi from marinade, discarding marinade.  
Grill or broil Mahi-mahi 10 minutes or until done, turning 
once and brushing with remaining 1/4 cup Sweet Chili 
Sauce.


4. Break fish into pieces.  Serve fish in warm tortillas. Top with 
slaw and additional Crispy Fried Onions.


5. Suggested side item: This meal pairs nicely with sweet 
potato fries. 

Directions:

Our Favorite Fish Taco Recipe…

Paramedic-Firefighter Washington 
(wearing a red shirt) teaching how to 

force open a vehicle door.

Captain Bland (far left) & Paramedic-
Firefighter Washington (front right) 
inspiring young men and women.Paramedic-Firefighter Louder (back) 

volunteering during Camp Fury.

PHS student Andrew M. (back right) 
participates in water rescue training 

during a ride-a-long.
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Pattonville Fire Protection District In Action!!!

Pattonville assisted 
the City of St. Louis 
with a fire in the roof 
of Terminal 1 at 
L a m b e r t 
International Airport.  
Crews negotiated 
the unusual contour 
of the roof amid 
inclement weather 
c o n d i t i o n s t o 
e x t i n g u i s h a 
challenging fire. 

Pattonville units responded to a residential 
structure fire on McKelvey Rd.  Crews 
encountered a large amount of fire that had 
already engulfed a majority of the residence.   Crews utilized special rescue equipment in order 

to free a pinned occupant from this vehicle.  
Pattonville Paramedic-Firefighters worked quickly 
to free the trapped victim and transported them to 
a local hospital where they are expected to make a 
full recovery. 

Crews responded to a motor vehicle accident 
on St. Charles Rock Rd at DePaul Drive.  It 
was a challenging situation with a vehicle on 
its side, positioned against a traffic pole.  
Your paramedic-firefighters removed the 
vehicle’s windshield and a portion of the roof 
in order to rescue the trapped driver. 
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Pattonville Paramedic-Firefighters assisted 
the Robertson Fire Protection District on a 
2nd Alarm building explosion.  Miraculously 
there were no fatalities as a result of this fire! 

Crews responded to a car hauler with multiple 
vehicles on fire.  Crews were able to 
extinguish the blaze while ensuring the least 
amount of property loss.  

Pattonville units encountered a challenging situation on 
this accident involving downed power lines and unstable 
utility poles.  

Crews responded to a house fire on Saxonhall Drive.  
Crews made an aggressive interior attack, preventing 
the spread of the fire.  The homeowner escaped without 
injury. 
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Board of Directors 

Bill (William) Esterline  ◆  Chairman 
besterline@pattonvillefd.com 

Bob Soutier  ◆  Treasurer 
bsoutier@pattonvillefd.com 

Bob Biondo  ◆  Secretary 
bbiondo@pattonvillefd.com

Whatever It Takes 

Topic 
Basic First Aid


When  

Thursday, September 12th, 2019


Class Times 
Morning Class:  9 AM - 11 AM

Evening Class:  6 PM - 8 PM


Where  

Pattonville Fire Protection District Headquarters

13900 St. Charles Rock Road

Bridgeton, MO 63044


All Pattonville Fire Protection District residents are welcome and encouraged to attend.  
There is no person too young or too old to learn these important skills!  


Please call 314-740-4431 to reserve your seat(s) in the class!

Paid For By The Pattonville Fire Protection District; 13900 St. Charles Rock Road; Bridgeton, MO 63044,  
Treasurer Bob Soutier

Pattonville Fire Protection District Citizens’ Academy… 
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