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Newsletter     ◆     Summer 2018 Edition

Whatever It Takes 

Your Pattonville Fire District protects a residential 
population of approximately 15,000 citizens 
residing within 28 square miles.  During the 
daytime, the population grows to nearly 500,000.  
We are a multi-hazard response agency 
providing a variety of services including 
emergency medical response, fire suppression 
and rescue, motor vehicle accident rescue, 
hazardous materials response, water rescue, and 
extensive fire prevention and education. 


On August 7, 2018, Pattonville Fire Protection 
District is asking you to vote on Proposition S, a 
twenty cent increase in the general operating tax 
for the purpose of enhancing public safety 
services.  Proposition S will allow the Pattonville 
Fire Protection District to hire additional 
paramedic-firefighters to ensure that all fire 
trucks have a minimum of four paramedic-
firefighters at all times; update and remodel our 
oldest fire station to current standards and 
compliance; support the general operating 
expenses of the fire district.


Nationally recognized fire department standards 
and guidelines have been developed for the 
public’s safety, the safety of property, and the 
safety of paramedic-firefighters.  The National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standard 
1710 requires all fire trucks to be ready to 
respond with a minimum of four paramedic-
firefighters.  The National Institute of Science & 
Technology scientifically validated NFPA 1710 
and proved that fire trucks with three or fewer 
paramedic-firefighters can cause increased life 
threats and risks to trapped fire victims.


Proposition S will bring the Pattonville Fire 
Protection District into compliance with the 
NFPA 1710 standard, and that is important for 
many reasons.


Proposition S will improve safety.  Proposition 
S will improve the safety of our residents by 
providing more paramedic-firefighters at the 
scene of an emergency, and will do so much 
earlier in the incident.  Time is our enemy at a 
fire.  Not having enough paramedic-firefighters 
exposes trapped individuals to the dangers of 
smoke and fire for significantly longer periods 
and causes life and property losses to escalate.  
The faster the fire goes out, the faster the danger 
to occupants goes away.  

Proposition S will make the Pattonville Fire 
District compliant with current national 
standards.  Compliance with NFPA 1710 will 
protect our community against liability.  Courts 
rely upon NFPA standards as the “industry 
standard” for fire protection and safety 
measures.  NFPA 1710 is highly relevant to the 
question of whether a fire department has 
negligently failed to provide adequate fire 
protection or emergency medical services to an 
individual harmed in a fire or medical emergency. 


P ro p o s i t i o n S w i l l e n s u re t h a t o u r 
community’s economy remains strong.  
Compliance with NFPA 1710 offers assurance for 
the community and its businesses that highly 
trained and skilled paramedic-firefighters will 
respond promptly and appropriately to an 
emergency.


Proposition S will cost homeowners $3.17 each 
month for every $100,000 of their home’s 
assessed value.


Thank you for allowing us to explain the facts 
behind Proposition S.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact us at the Pattonville Fire Protection 
District Headquarters at 314-739-3118 with any 
questions.

Fire District Needs Additional Paramedic-Firefighters
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Paramedic-Firefighter Roles During Medical Emergencies

Paramedic - Captain 
Consoles loved ones, 

gathers facts from witnesses, 
obtains patient’s medical history 
from family members, finds 
p a t i e n t ’ s p r e s c r i p t i o n 
medications, explains what is 
going on to family members, 
overall scene management and 
crowd control if necessary.

Paramedic - Firefighter 
A t t a c h e s p a t i e n t t o 

cardiac defibrillator, monitors 
and interprets EKG reading, 
administers an electrical shock 
to the heart when indicated, 
obtains patient’s vital signs, 
drives the ambulance to the 
hospital whi le other crew 
members care for the patient.

Paramedic - Firefighter 
In charge of patient care, 

delegates assignments to 
crew members, contacts base 
hospital and obtains medical 
t reatment advice from the 
hospital physician, documents 
patient care by completing the 
patient care report form, which is 
a vital aspect of transferring care 
to the emergency room staff.

Paramedic - Firefighter 
Maintains an open airway, 

p r o v i d e s o x y g e n a n d 
breathes for the patient using a 
bag valve mask which is crucial 
for vital organ survivability, 
establishes an advanced airway 
by inserting a breathing tube 
through the patient’s throat and 
into their lungs.

Paramedic - Firefighter

Provides continuous chest 

compressions (CPR) to the 
patient at a rate of 100-120 
compressions per minute and at 
a d e p t h o f 2 - 4 i n c h e s .  
C o m p r e s s i o n s m u s t b e 
uninterrupted to ensure that the 
brain and body tissues receive 
enough blood and oxygen to 
survive.

Paramedic - Firefighter 
Establishes and maintains 

intravenous (IV) access 
through a bone in the patient’s 
leg.  Checks blood sugar levels 
which is critical in diabetic 
patients.  Administers lifesaving 
medications that can potentially 
restart the patient’s heart.

1 2 3

4

5

6



 

Page �3

Paramedic - Captain 
Announces a summary of fire conditions over the radio channel, dons protective equipment,  
dismounts fire truck and performs a 360° building survey, communicates any additional findings over 

the radio channel, determines fire attack position (inside vs. outside), assists with forcing entry into the 
building if necessary, helps advance the hose line into the building and directs the crew’s work, directs 
search for fire and trapped persons, removes any victims located, directs application of water onto the fire, 
assigns tasks to the next 2 arriving fire trucks, maintains command of the firefight until a chief officer arrives.


Paramedic - Firefighter 
Dons protective equipment, dismounts the fire truck, pulls 200 feet of fire hose off of the truck, 
stretches the hose out towards the entry point of the building, bleeds air from the hose line and 

checks the water spray pattern, advances the hose line into the building, searches for fire and trapped 
persons, removes any victims located, locates the fire, sprays water on the fire and surrounding contents 
until all fire is extinguished, salvages owners’ belongings where possible.


Paramedic - Firefighter 
Dons protective equipment, dismounts the fire truck, pulls 200 feet of fire hose off of the truck, 
stretches the hose out towards the entry point of the building, forces entry into the building if 

necessary, advances the hose line into the building, searches for fire and trapped persons, removes any 
victims located, locates the fire, balances the hose line while paramedic-firefighter #2 sprays water on the 
fire, performs ventilation to remove smoke and fire gases, opens ceilings and walls in search of hidden fire 
extension, salvages owners’ belongings where possible.


Paramedic - Firefighter 
Drives the fire truck to the fire scene and parks the apparatus in an appropriate location with respect 
to the burning building, dons protective equipment, engages the water pump, operates the pump 

control valves to send pressurized water to all hose lines being used in the fire fight, establishes a 
connection to a fire hydrant to supply water to the fire truck’s pump, sets up exterior scene lighting when 
necessary to minimize potential for injuries, gathers and delivers any tools requested by crews working 
inside the burning building, tracks the inventory of all tools and equipment used on the scene, ensures safe 
operation of the fire truck during firefighting efforts.

Whatever It Takes 

Paramedic-Firefighter Roles At Fire Scenes
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Bill (William) Esterline  ◆  Chairman 
besterline@pattonvillefd.com 

Bob Soutier  ◆  Treasurer 
bsoutier@pattonvillefd.com 

Bob Biondo  ◆  Secretary 
bbiondo@pattonvillefd.com

Whatever It Takes 

CITIZENS FIRE ACADEMY

 Topics Included 
Adult CPR 
Child & Infant CPR 
Portable Fire Extinguisher Training 
Proposition S Questions & Answers

Date: Monday, July 23, 2018 

When: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  &  6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Where: Pattonville Fire District Headquarters 
13900 St. Charles Rock Road 
Bridgeton, MO  63044

All residents of the Pattonville Fire District are invited to attend. 
Call 314-281-5021 to register & reserve your seat!

Paid For By The Pattonville Fire Protection District; 13900 St. Charles Rock Road; Bridgeton, MO 63044 
Treasurer Bob Soutier
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