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                                       “Whatever It Takes” 

Pattonville Turns 70 Years Old 
 
he Pattonville Fire Protection District was established by members of the community following a fatal house fire in 1947.  It was that loss of life that 
inspired members of the community to volunteer for the newly formed fire department and help protect their community.  In the 70 years that followed, the 
Pattonville Fire Protection District has come a long way to evolve into the high caliber department that it is today.  

 
In 1947, starting a new fire department was no easy task.  While they had volunteer firefighters from within the community, they needed a fire truck on which to 
respond to calls.  Money was raised through private donations and fire tag sales, and ultimately a fire truck was purchased.  The next need was a firehouse in which 
to store the new truck and equipment.  The Pattonville School District donated a section of land at 4008 Fee Fee Road, and the community rallied together and built 
a one-story engine house.  Three fire hydrants were installed around the community during this same year. 
 
In the Spring of 1948, the department changed its name to the Pattonville-Bridgeton Terrace Volunteer Fire Department to better reflect its expanded service into 
the Bridgeton Terrace area, and on September 7th, 1949, the volunteers formed a fire protection district.  The department’s name subsequently changed to the 
Pattonville-Bridgeton Terrace Fire Protection District.  An additional fire truck was also purchased at this time.  The district's boundaries continued to grow, and by 
1962 it encompassed our current service area of 29 square miles, which includes parts of Bridgeton, Maryland Heights, Earth City, and unincorporated St. Louis 
County. 
 
To better serve the expanding coverage area, the original Station #2 opened at the intersection of St. Charles Rock Road & McKelvey Road in 1963.  A third fire 
truck was also bought and stationed at this location.  The fire district had eighty volunteers, and in October 1964 the district hired its first five career firefighters: 
Otha Lee Young, David L. Shepard, Nick Sacco, Oliver E. Ries, & Larry Belford.  Five years later, the fire district hired its first career Fire Chief, Robert E. 
Palmer, who served in that position until 1972.  In 1974 the district became fully staffed by career firefighters 24 hours a day / 7 days a week / 365 days a year.  
The employees at that time organized and affiliated themselves with the International Association of Firefighters.  The unionized workforce they established at that 
time proudly continues within the department’s employees to this day. 
 
In 1981, the district began offering Emergency Medical Services to the community by staffing an ambulance with paramedics trained to provide advanced life 
support services.  To this day, all employees are required to be trained as paramedics and firefighters to ensure the highest level of prehospital care possible to those 
we protect.   
 
By 1988, the fire district employed forty firefighters, which quickly increased to fifty-five employees in 1990 when an additional fifteen firefighter/paramedics 
were hired to adequately staff the new engine house being built in the Earth City area.  Station #3 opened in 1990 at 13900 St. Charles Rock Road, allowing the 
district to better provide emergency services to the growing population in that region with faster response times than ever before. 
 
Through the mid 1990’s and early 2000’s, Lambert International Airport bought out the former Bridgeton Terrace area and made a significant expansion to the 
infrastructure of the airport.  When the airport buyout was fully completed in 2007, the district renamed itself as the Pattonville Fire Protection District as the 
Bridgeton Terrace area had then become part of Lambert Airport.  The airport buyout significantly impacted the apparatus needs and fire station locations required 
to adequately protect the District’s service area.  Subsequently in 2008, the voters approved a capital improvement bond issue that funded the relocation of Station 
#1 and Station #3, as well as the purchased of two new ladder trucks, three new ambulances, and a compliment of the most technologically advanced life-saving 
equipment for the district’s firefighter/paramedics to use daily.  The new apparatus and equipment were fully implemented into service in 2010, and the new 
Stations were opened just two years later in 2012 allowing for significant response time reductions and the faster delivery of life-saving services to our customers.  
In 2016, after these equipment improvements and station relations were complete, and with the help of an improved firefighter training program, Pattonville was 
awarded an Insurance Service Organization (ISO) rating of 1, which is an honor only two other departments in the area have.  
 
Today, Pattonville Fire Protection District staffs three fire stations with two state of the art ladder trucks, one pumper, two ambulances, two marine rescue boats, 
and a HazMat response unit.  Fire district personnel include three board of directors, eight staff officers, fifty-two firefighters and paramedics, and five civilian 
employees. 
 
While our name, boundaries, and engine house locations may have changed over the years, we are proud to say that our mission to do “Whatever it Takes” to 
provide safe, efficient, and effective community and emergency services through education, prevention, and emergency response has never changed.  THANK 
YOU to the community for your continued support of the fire department that started 70 years ago, and for helping us to gradually evolve into what we are today.  
Always remember that Pattonville is your Fire District and we are your Firefighter/Paramedics ready to do “Whatever it Takes” to care for you and your family 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year! 

T 



 

 

y name is Dave Dotson.  In March of 2016, I became the Chief of the Pattonville Fire 
Protection District.  This is my first official article in our newsletter, so I would like to 
introduce myself to you.  I am originally from the South County area where I attended 

Mehlville High School.  I became an Emergency Medical Technician in the mid-1980’s and a 
Paramedic in 1987.  I graduated from the St. Louis County Fire Academy in 1988 and began my fire 
service career at the Lemay Fire Protection District, where I served for 10 years.  I started my career at 
Pattonville Fire Protection District in 1998 as a Paramedic, and progressed on to serve as a Firefighter/
Paramedic, Acting Engineer and Acting Captain.  I was promoted to Captain in 2007 where I served on 
an engine and later a ladder truck at our Station 1.  After seven years as a Captain and an Acting 
Battalion Chief, I was promoted to the position of Training Officer.  In this role, I held the rank of 
Battalion Chief and was responsible for training the members of the entire fire district.  In 2015, I was 
appointed by the Board of Directors to the position of Chief Transitional Officer and began mentoring 

with our previous Fire Chief.  Finally, in March of 2016 I was appointed to the position of Chief of the Fire District. 
 

I’ve been in this industry for nearly 30 years.  Over those many years, I have learned one constant – this job is always about 
serving others.  For me, that has meant different things at different times over the course of my career.  As a Paramedic on the 
ambulance or a Firefighter on the backstep of an engine, it was about serving the community – the people whose lives we touched 
daily.  As a Captain, it started to be about serving those few people that I supervised, or more accurately stated, those whose lives I 
became responsible for.  As Training Officer, I served our Fire Fighters and Paramedics, training them to be safe, effective and 
efficient in the performance of their duties.  Now, as Chief of the Fire District, it’s about serving all the members of our fire 
district family, including my fellow chief officers and our administrative staff.  But the reason I served those as a Captain then or 
the whole department now always comes back to the same purpose – to serve the community.  I see my job as being a part of the 
process that makes sure the men and women who come to your houses, your businesses or to the roads we all travel are equipped 
with the latest and best equipment, the most up to date and relevant training, the proper tools and the skills to use them, and the 
“Whatever it Takes” attitude to serve and care for you when you need it most. 

 
Our mission at the Pattonville Fire Protection District has always been and will continue to be to serve our community.  It is my 
personal mission to make sure that I provide the right leadership to make sure that we continue that mission and build upon its 
successes.  I stress three critical foundations to success for our employees: to know their job and train hard; to be leaders in the 
regional fire service; and to always keep each other safe.  I know the men and women of the district serve you with great pride 
every day.  They will undoubtedly live up to these foundations for success and will always be there to do "Whatever it Takes" to 
take care of our community. 

 
“Whatever It Takes” 

 

M 
A Message From The Chief’s Office 

 

would like to take this opportunity to thank our community for its continued show 
of support for the Pattonville Fire Protection District.  It is with great pride that I 
share with you the various accolades presented to the district this year by the 

community that we serve.  The first of these honors came to us through a partnership that has 
long been fostered between the Pattonville School District and the Pattonville Fire Protection 
District.  On May 1st, the Pattonville School District named PFD their 2017 Business Partner 
of the Year.  This recognition speaks volumes to the commitment that we have for ensuring 
the safety and well-being of the youth in our community.  The second of these recognitions 
was awarded not only to PFD, but to all the first responders that serve this community, when 
the City of Bridgeton announced this year's Fourth of July Parade theme: Honoring First 
Responders.  As sworn public servants, recognition for their actions is not expected but is a 
very humbling compliment.  Any great relationship takes a cooperative effort.  Without the 

opportunity provided to us to serve you and the overwhelming support we receive from the community, we would not be 
able to make these things happen.  It is an honor to exemplify the values of "Pride, Professional, Progress" in our every 
action to do "Whatever It Takes” to best serve this community. 

I 
  A Message From Your Chairman  William “Bill” Esterline   
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Pattonville Fire District named Business Partner of the Year 

 

    Employee Spotlight — Battalion Chief Steve Rogger  
 
n this newsletter, our Employee Spotlight is on Battalion Chief Steve Rogger.  As Battalion 
Chief, Chief Rogger oversees one of the District's three platoons of emergency personnel and 
serves as the coordinator and commander of all activities and incident responses that occur 
while that given platoon of employees is on duty.   

 
Battalion Chief Steve Rogger began his career in the Fire & EMS service in 1996 and became an 
employee of the Pattonville Fire Protection District in 2002.  Prior to joining the Pattonville Fire 
Protection District, Chief Rogger served with the St. Louis City Fire Department and the University City 
Fire Department.  During his tenure with Pattonville, Chief Rogger has served in the ranks of Firefighter-
Paramedic, Secondary Engineer, Acting Captain, Captain and Battalion Chief.  Regionally, Chief Rogger 
is a Rescue Technician with the St. Louis County Heavy Rescue Task Force. 
 

Chief Rogger has earned an Associate Degree in Fire Science Technology and is trained as a Fire Service Instructor and Officer, 
Incident Safety Officer and Hazardous Materials Incident Commander. 
 
When reflecting on his career here at Pattonville, Battalion Chief Rogger had the following responses: 
 
What motivates you and makes you so passionate about the Fire / EMS service? 
"My motivation and passion is driven by those whom which we serve and protect.  It is the people who are affected in tragedies 
that drives my passion to do Whatever it Takes to ease their pain and suffering during those tragedies.” 
 
What words of advice and wisdom could you give to your fellow firefighter/paramedics just starting their careers? 
"This is a brotherhood, a family and ultimately a career where you have chosen not to hesitate to lay your life on the line and 
make the ultimate sacrifice should the duty and situation arise.  Likewise, the brothers and sisters to which you work with would 
do the same." 

I 

his spring, the Pattonville Fire Protection District was named Business Partner of the Year by the Pattonville School District.   Pattonville 
School District’s Director of School-Business Partnerships, Patty Gould, presented our fire district with this honor during the annual 
school district award ceremony on May 1st, 2017.   On hand to accept the award were Fire Chief Dave Dotson, Firefighter/Paramedic and 
Public Education Coordinator Mark Barnhart, and Firefighter/Paramedic Kenny Krieg.   Pattonville Fire District was selected for this 

honor in recognition of the programs we offer that enrich students’ education by providing real-word connections for learners of all ages, as well as 
in acknowledgment of our dedication to making the Pattonville Community a safer place. 
 
Pattonville Fire Protection District provides a host of programs to the Pattonville School District at varying times throughout the school 
year.   Among several others, the largest and most successful programs offered are as follows: 
• Teaching cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) to all members of the incoming freshman class to ensure that 100% of Pattonville High School 

students & graduates are trained on how to provide emergency cardiac care to children & adults of all ages.  
• Educating Pattonville School District staff members on the emergency administration of Narcan (Naloxone) in response to the ongoing Heroin 

epidemic affecting the region.   Narcan is the emergency medication that reverses narcotic overdoses.  
• Delivery of age-appropriate Fire Prevention Week safety presentations to elementary school students.   Presentations delivered are tailored to 

the specific ages of the students attending a session.  
• Hosting our annual Breakfast with Santa Toy Drive that collects and redistributes hundreds of toys to less fortunate children residing within 

the Pattonville School District.  
• Demonstrating the life-changing and deadly effects of drinking & driving to PHS Students during the annual “Operation Prom Safe” docudra-

ma which simulates a fatal car accident caused by an underage drunk driver.  
• Providing mentoring and career path advice to High School Students who possess an interest in a career in the 

Fire/Emergency Medical Service fields.  
• Providing a stand-by ambulance for all varsity level football games played at Pattonville HS to ensure that med-

ical care is available the moment that someone is hurt/injured on the field.  
 
The Pattonville Fire Protection District is truly honored to have been selected for this award and recognition by the 
Pattonville School District!   We look forward to the continual improvement of our current slate of programs, as well 
as the opportunity to expand our current role within the Pattonville School District into unchartered territory.   The 
cooperative relationship between the Pattonville School District and Pattonville Fire Protection District undoubtedly 
makes our community a safer place to live! 

T 



 

 

n 2014, Pattonville residents approved Proposition E, which allowed the Fire District to purchase new life 
saving emergency medical equipment.  New cardiac monitors, stretchers, and mechanical CPR devices have 
vastly improved the emergency medical services the Fire District provides.  Little did Mr. Tim Brodbeck 
know, his life would be directly saved by the 2014 tax initiative.  

 
On April 25th Mr. Brodbeck’s life changed forever.  His day started like any other.  After some light yard work, Tim 
was relaxing in his living room with his wife.  Moments later, she found him slumped in his chair and struggling to 
breath.  She called 911 and noticed that her husband’s heart was not beating.  Her husband of many years had just died 
right in front of her.  She started CPR as a Pattonville fire truck and ambulance were dispatched to their home.  Crews 
arrived to find Mr. Brodbeck in cardiac arrest.  They immediately began administering advanced cardiac life support 
care to Mr. Brodbeck in accordance with their training.  The crew placed a new mechanical CPR device known as the 
Lucas Device on Mr. Brodbeck.  The Lucas Device provides superior CPR and allows crews to move patients and 
perform other advanced procedures without any interruptions to the continuous chest compressions it administers to 
victims of cardiac arrest.  The crew also recognized that Mr. Brodbeck was in a lethal heart dysrhythmia that required 
crews to shock his heart several times with new Zoll cardiac monitors.  As a combined result of their experience, 
training, and the equipment on hand, Pattonville Fire District Firefighter/Paramedics were able to revive Tim 
Brodbeck’s heart before arriving at DePaul Hospital’s Emergency Department.  
 
Doctors at DePaul determined the cause of Mr. Brodbeck’s heart dysrhythmia to be a heart attack.  He was immediately 
treated by a cardiologist in the cath lab and has since returned home.  Outcomes like Mr. Brodbeck’s are rare.  Statistics 
from the American Heart Association estimate that only 10% of people that suffer cardiac arrest survive, but that 
number is now improving thanks to the early administration of CPR, improved treatment algorithms, and technological 
advances in the equipment available to first responders.  Since the Lucas Devices have been placed at each Pattonville 
fire station, crews have seen a significant increase in the number of cardiac arrest victims who regain a pulse while in 
our care.  
 
Pattonville Fire Protection District is committed to providing the most advanced medical care available to all that reside 
and visit our community.  Your Firefighter/Paramedics are continually advancing their education, training and 
equipment to provide the highest level of care possible to our EMS customers.  This would not be possible without the 
support of our community.  The passage of Proposition E directly saved Mr. Brodbeck’s life, and will undoubtedly save 
many more in the years ahead. 

 

“Whatever It Takes” 

I 
PFD Clinical Save  

 



“Whatever It Takes” 

Pattonville in Action 

Pattonville crews 
responded for a reported 
motor vehicle crash with 
rescue. Crews arrived on 
scene to find a minivan 
that drove over the Hwy 

270 guardrail, fell 30 feet, 
and landed on Hwy 70 

below. Pattonville 
Firefighter-Paramedics 

extricated one person who 
was trapped in the 

wreckage, and transported 
a total of two patients to 

the hospital. (left)  

Pattonville and Maryland Heights Fire Districts 
responded to a vehicle fire in the area of the Hwy 
270 / 70 interchange. The vehicle was fully engulfed 
when the first crews arrived, and the fuel leaking 
from the vehicle's ruptured fuel tank was feeding the 
fire  

During the flooding that 
resulted from heavy rainfall 

in early May, Pattonville 
Firefighter-Paramedics 

responded on multiple calls 
for vehicles stranded in 
flooded roadways. The 

drivers & passengers in these 
vehicles escaped injury, but 

the risk they assumed by 
attempting to drive through 

the flooded roadway is 
immeasurable. Always 

remember to TURN 
AROUND - DON'T 

DROWN! (Left) 

Pattonville delivered the annual Operation Prom Safe 
docudrama to the students of Pattonville High School.  
This program highlights the deadly consequences of 
drinking and driving.  

PFD assisted approximately 25-30 seniors with 
transportation and assistance to visit their loved 
ones buried at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery.  

Pattonville crews responded to a vehicle that drove 
into a building.  Paramedics checked the driver for 
injuries while the fire crews checked the stability of 
the building.  (Photo credit: KMOV News 4)  

4815 on scene of a fire in a strip 
mall.  Because of the quick actions 
by all crews on scene the fire was 
contained to store where the fire 
started. 
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Pattonville Fire Protection District 
13900 St. Charles Rock Road 
Bridgeton, MO 63044 
(314) 739-3118 
www.pattonvillefd.com 

Follow us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/PFPDOfficial 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Bill (William) Esterline, Chairman 
besterline@pattonvillefd.com 
 

Bob Soutier, Treasurer 
bsoutier@pattonvillefd.com 
 

Bob Biondo, Secretary 
bbiondo@pattonvillefd.com 

 

Community CPR Training 
When: Saturday October 21, 2017 

Time: 8am-9am and Noon-1pm 
Pattonville paramedic/firefighters invite you to learn CPR.   

You will learn all the skills needed to save a life in under an hour. 
Call 314-281-5021 to reserve your seat  

Follow us on Twitter  
@PattonvilleFire 

http://deadline.com/2015/10/twitter-lays-off-8-of-staff-1201578908/

