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PFD In Action 
 

s we come to the close of the first quarter of the year, your firemedics have been busy responding to a 

wide variety of emergency incidents in our community.  Through March, the crews have responded to 

more than 1,130 emergencies.  These calls range anywhere from assisting someone up who had fallen 

to water rescues and structure fires.  So far this year, crews have responded to ten active structure fires, seven 

hazardous materials incidents, five vehicle fires and two water rescues.  The structure fires have been in 

occupancies such as hotels, commercial buildings, apartments and single family homes.  There have also been 

several grass, brush and mulch fires in the area as well. 

 Your firemedics rang in the New Year with a water rescue at the end of St. 

Charles Rock Road near the Missouri River.  Two victims were rescued from the top 

of their vehicle after it was surrounded by the flood waters from the heavy rains that 

we received in late December and early January. 

On January 20th, Crews responded to assist Creve Coeur Fire District with a 

fire on the 11th floor of the Double Tree Hotel near Westport.  Firemedics were able 

to quickly locate the fire and bring it under control. 

On January 23rd, we responded to assist Community Fire District at a fire in a 

strip mall.  The fire was quickly located and controlled in time to save the other 

businesses in the shopping center. 

On January 30th, crews responded for a vehicle that crashed into a home.  Amazingly, the driver 

suffered only minor injuries and the occupants inside the house at the time of the crash were uninjured.  The 

scene was mitigated quickly to prevent any further damage or injury to those present. 

On February 7th, we were called to a house fire in the district.  Upon arrival, the homeowner informed 

firemedics that everyone was out of the house; crews quickly entered and extinguished the fire 

In the early morning hours of February 11th, crews responded to a structure fire in a four family 

apartment building.  

When they arrived on 

scene crews were met 

with fire blowing out 

the front window.  A 

swift fire attack helped 

to save the belongings 

in the other three units. 
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e are proud to announce that during the March 15th, 2016, meeting of the 

Pattonville Fire Protection District Board of Directors David Dotson was 

officially appointed to the rank of Fire Chief.  Chief Dotson has over 28 years of 

experience in the fire service, dating back to the beginning of his career at the Lemay Fire 

Protection District in South St. Louis County.  Since being hired at the Pattonville Fire 

Protection District in 1998 he has held the ranks of Firemedic, Captain, Battalion Chief/

Training Officer, and Fire Chief Transitional Officer for the district.  Under his tenure as 

Training Officer, Chief Dotson was instrumental in expanding the district’s Fire Command Simulation Training to 

regional and statewide audiences, with most training being funded through a mix of state and federal grants.  The 

District has been transitioning leadership for several months with the impending retirements of Fire Chief Terry 

Loehrer.  Chief Loehrer will continue to function as Chief Administrative Officer until his retirement in January 

of 2017.  Through this transition, it is our promise to, our residents that we will continue to do "Whatever It 

Takes" to provide the highest level of emergency services. 
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A Message From The Chief’s Office 

 

n the coming year, the Pattonville Fire Protection District will be 

experiencing leadership changes.  We will be celebrating the retirements of 

Fire Chief Terry Loehrer and Deputy Chief Fire Marshall Paul Richard.  Although 

these two individuals will be greatly missed by the district and the residents they 

serve, it is of utmost importance for the Board of Directors to continue to plan for the 

future of our district.  The Board of Directors have been working diligently to ensure 

a seamless transition into the future leadership of the district.  Battalion Chief/

Training Officer David Dotson has been working in a transitional role with Fire Chief Terry Loehrer over the 

previous months and I am proud to announce that he has been promoted to the rank of Fire Chief.  Chief Dotson's 

history of exceptional leadership within the Pattonville Fire Protection District, coupled with his vision for the 

district’s future made the Board of Directors confident that he was the right person to succeed Chief Loehrer and 

guide the Pattonville Fire Protection District into the future. 
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A Message From Your Chairman  William “Bill” Esterline 

  



 

 

 s the majority of our residents know, our community has been reminded often that the troubles surrounding the municipal 

landfill are still effecting this area.  Four years ago, the Pattonville Fire Protection District received information that a 

“smoldering event” was occurring underground in the southern portion of the closed Bridgeton Municipal Landfill.  We had also 

learned that this event had been going on for the previous year and quite possibly longer than that.  The Pattonville Fire District 

has taken the position since the very onset of our involvement that the health and welfare of our residents, visitors, and neighbors be at 

the top on the list of priorities when it comes to dealing with the ongoing issues surrounding the entire project.  Our focus has also been 

to make every effort to understand the risks for our firemedics who would be called on in the event that conditions change and force our 

firemedics to be placed in harm’s way.  It is our responsibility to have as much knowledge about the multitude of possible scenarios that 

could take place and be able to deal with those possibilities while reducing the risks to the community, workers at the sight, and the 

firemedics, all of which, could be placed in a very hazardous situation at any time.  We want our district residents to know that while at 

times it appears that things are moving slowly, or not as fast as some think it should be going, we are here for our fellow neighbors, 

watching the data, monitoring the status of the heat and gases and keeping this community’s health and safety our number one priority. 

• The State of MO has done its own testing and found radioactive waste off-site.  As a result of this announcement, the EPA came 

out with previously “known” locations that they have been aware of in which radioactive wastes are off site.  The EPA has pledged to 

continue to test off-site areas specifically emphasizing potential drainage areas. 

• New locations with radioactive contamination have been found on the landfill in an area closer to the fire than previously 

thought.  There are discussions between the State of MO and the EPA about complete characterization of the North Quarry and 

continuing to test further South closer to the heat front for areas that may contain radioactive wastes. 

• In response to the State of MO’s ground water sampling and the USGS, the EPA has announced that the ground water 

contamination at this site continues to be an issue.  The ground water has now been titled OU3 and under CERCLA Superfund Law will 

need its own Record of Decision (solution).  More studies of the ground water are needed to ensure the best remedy.  The EPA estimates 

approximately two more years of collecting ground water data every quarter before they will decide on a permanent solution to the 

groundwater. 

• The bill to transfer authority of the radioactive wastes to the US Army Corps of Engineers passed the Senate and is now 

awaiting passage in the House.  This bill is titled HR4100 and was introduced bi-partisan, by Congressman Lacy Clay and 

Congresswoman Ann Wagner.  It was co-sponsored by Congressman Blaine Leutkemeyer. 

• The St. Louis County Health Department has finished their data collection for a County Health Emissions/Respiratory Health 

Study in a two mile area surrounding the landfill.  Results are not expected to be released until June 2016. 
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  Employee Spotlight — Jared Larrew 

 

his newsletter we would like to shine the Employee spotlight on our most recent 

hire, Jared Larrew.   While Jared is a new employee at Pattonville Fire, he is neither 

new to being a firemedic, nor this community.   Jared was born and raised in the 

Pattonville community.   He completed school grades K-12 in the Pattonville School District 

and graduated in 2003.   Jared attended St. Louis Community College where he completed 

his schooling to become a paramedic.   In 2009, Jared started working as a paramedic at 

Christian Hospital Ambulance Service.   In 2010, Jared completed the St. Louis County Fire 

Academy and was hired at University City Fire Department as a firemedic a short time later 

in 2011.   Jared returned home in January of 2016 to serve the community that he grew up in. 
 

Jared says that his passion for the fire service started when he was a little boy.   Seeing the big red fire trucks and 

going on firehouse tours in the area were some of his highlights growing up.   The large trucks and equipment 

created his interest, but once he started his schooling he knew he had found his career.   It was always a dream of 

his to return to the Pattonville community where many friends and family members currently live.   Jared takes 

pride in being a familiar face to help others during some of the worst days of their lives, which is a responsibility 

that he does not take lightly.  
 

In 2012 Jared married his high school sweet heart, Tara.   The Larrew's have twin three-year-old girls, 

Mackenzie and Madison, and another child on the way. 
 

If you see Jared while you are out, please take a moment to welcome him back home to protect and serve the 

citizens of the Pattonville Fire Protection District. 
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alls are an injury that are often innocent.   However, one out of every five falls results in 

serious injury and in extreme cases even death.  There has been extensive research done to 

identify the risk factors that contribute to falling and what can be done to minimize that  risk. 

 

Pattonville Fire Protection District, in conjunction with SSM Health, is proud to announce the launch of 

an Elderly Fall Prevention program.  This program will start with a presentation by an SSM  trauma 

nurse that will identify and educate you on the most common fall risk factors.  The nurse and one of 

your firemedics will then discuss some things you can do and changes you can make in your home to 

minimize the chances of a fall. 

 

Other topics covered will include: 

 A form you may fill out that provides emergency responders with all of your various information 

including medical history, your doctor's name, and family members you would like to have  notified 

 If you live alone, there will be suggestions regarding ways to allow first responders to enter your 

home without causing damage in the event you have fallen and can't get to the door 

 We will also be available to answer any other questions you may have for us 
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Fall Prevention  

 

s part of our mission to do “Whatever It Takes” to serve the residents and guests of the Pattonville Fire Protection 

District, we have committed ourselves to using innovative technology and techniques to maintain open lines of 

communication with those we protect.  Over the years, it had become very apparent that the website of the 

Pattonville Fire Protection District had fallen behind the times.  Through a very in depth effort by members of our labor 

force and administrative staff, Pattonville Fire Protection District has recently launched a brand new website with a modern 

format and user-friendly features. 

 

The new Pattonville Fire Protection District website is a fully updated depiction of all that is our District.  Just a few of the 

items featured on the site include a detailed description of the history of the Pattonville Fire Protection District, pictures and 

professional biographies of each of the Pattonville Command Staff Officers and Members of the Board of Directors, as well 

as photos of the current engine houses and Fire and EMS apparatus that we use to protect and serve our District on a daily 

basis.  Under the “Public Relations” tab, details are provided on the many services that we offer outside of emergency 

response such as CPR and fire extinguisher training, smoke detector evaluations and installations, and the STARS (Special 

Needs Tracking and Awareness Response System) Program for children with specific heath needs.  Our Firemedic training 

and continuing education programs are explained under the “Training” tab, and the “Fire Marshal” page provides a wealth of 

informative resources for both residents and businesses that are looking to improve the safety of their current homes/

buildings as well as those looking to start a new construction or remodel project in the Pattonville District.  The website also 

features a widget that provides a real-time listing of all the emergency incidents to which we respond. 

 

The URL for our website is www.pattonvillefd.com.  We hope that you are also proud of the new website and all that it has 

to offer.  We hope that you are able to take a few moments and visit our website and hopefully learn something new about 

the Pattonville Fire Protection District.  Please contact us through the page if you have any questions or if there is something 

that you would like to see included on the website.  Moving forward, the Pattonville Fire Protection District is committed to 

doing “Whatever It Takes” to ensure that our website remains accurate and current with the latest happenings of your Fire 

District. 
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   PFD Launches  a New Website   

http://www.pattonvillefd.com


 

 

 

hanks to the passage of Proposition E in 2014, the Pattonville Fire Protection District is able to continue 

to provide the very best Emergency Medical Care in the region.  With approximately 460,000 people 

dying every year nationwide from cardiac arrest, the district determined that the best way to impact these 

victims was to reevaluate how we perform CPR on our patients.  After extensive research, the district purchased 

three mechanical CPR devices, which are known in our industry as the Lucas Device. 

 

The Lucas Device is the most promising advancement in the way firemedics provide CPR.  Studies have shown that 

the Lucas Device has a direct impact in saving significantly more lives than manual CPR.  Many studies have 

shown that the device has saved lives that would not have been saved with manual 

CPR alone. 

 

The device works by providing consistent and perfect, uninterrupted CPR.  The 

Lucas Device doesn’t get tired or have to pause to switch rescuers.  It is difficult for 

even the most experienced responders to provide perfect CPR.  This is especially 

true in a moving ambulance or when carrying patients down narrow hallways and 

stairs.  

 

Pattonville Fire Protection District is proud to provide top of the line emergency 

medical care to our residents.  It is because of your trust and support that we are 

able to make these advancements and provide the most up-to-date equipment and 

emergency care to our community. 

“Whatever It Takes” 
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Your Tax Dollars at Work Saving Lives 

 

stroke is a "brain attack" and is the fifth leading cause of death.  A stroke can happen to any one at any age.  It 

occurs when blood flow to an area of brain is cut off.  When this happens, brain cells are deprived of oxygen and 

begin to die.  The death of brain cells can in turn cause capabilities controlled by a specific area of the brain, such as 

memory and muscle control, to be lost.  If a stroke is not identified and treated early, permanent brain damage or death can 

result.  

 

What are the Signs of a Stroke? 

The most common symptoms of a stroke are: 

 Weakness or numbness of the face, arm, or leg on one side of the body 

 Loss of vision or a vision disturbance in one or both eyes 

 Loss of speech, difficulty talking, or understanding what others are saying 

 Sudden, or severe headache with no known cause 

 Loss of balance or unstable walking, usually combined with another symptom 

 

What Should I do if I or Someone Else is Experiencing Stroke Symptoms? 

Immediately call 911 if you or someone you know is experiencing stroke symptoms.  Strokes are a serious medical emergency 

that must be quickly be evaluated at an Emergency Room.  Pattonville firemedics are trained to quickly identify a stroke, 

initiate treatment, and rapidly transport patients to the most appropriate stroke center.  With immediate recognition and 

treatment, you could save a life or increase the chances of a full recovery. 

 

Is it Possible to Prevent a Stroke? 
Up to 50% of all strokes are preventable.  Many risk factors can be evaluated and treated before they even cause a stroke.   

Some controllable risk factors include: high blood pressure, atrial fibrillation, uncontrolled diabetes, high cholesterol, 

smoking, and obesity.  Uncontrollable risk factors include: age (specifically being over 65), gender, race, and a family history 

of strokes.  You should discuss any of these risk factors with your primary physician. 
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  What is a Stroke?   
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Pattonville Fire Protection District 

In Conjunction with 

SSM Health Centers  

Debuts New Fall Prevention Program 
 

Please join us on Tuesday May 31, 2016  

11am – 12pm  or  4:30pm-5:30pm 

13900 St. Charles Rock Road 
 

You will receive tips to prevent falls from an SSM Trauma Nurse as well as tips to prepare yourself  

in the event that you need to call 911 from the Pattonville Firemedics. 

Call 314-739-3118 extension 4809 to reserve a spot for the presentation 

Follow us on Twitter  

@PattonvilleFire 

http://deadline.com/2015/10/twitter-lays-off-8-of-staff-1201578908/

